Econo Energy Consultants, Inc.

2138 Harmony Lakes Cirle

Lithonia, Ga. 30058

1.0 General Comments

Page 1-4: "The ASM approach will also be used to refine and revise the receptors and exposure pathways evaluated in subsequent phases of USEPA's risk assessment process".

 

Did EPA approve use of the ASM approach?  This method may modify or eliminate otherwise conservative assumptions made based upon EPA SLERA guidelines.  While one outcome of the SLERA could be elimination of certain ecological receptors as assessment endpoints, given the environmental setting at the site, Econo assumes that there would be greater benefit in not eliminating ecological receptors or risks from considration at this stage.  This could ultimately be less conservative.

 

Page 2-1: "The potential influence of these varied habitats on exposure were not considered in the SLERA".

 

It is crucial that habitat assessment is to identifying the appropriate receptors for evaluation.  Moreover, the species diversity is expected to vary in areas where there are wertlands versus forested uplands vs Choccolocco Creek versus Snow Creek.  Econo will add that the level of contamination, the type of COPCs found, and their behavior in the environment will likely vary based upon hydrogeological features of each of these subunits unless there is established, credible data to suggested that these areas are homogenous in nature.  

 

The problem formulation defines the scope of the assessment and identifies chemicals, media, routes of exposure, and receptors that should be considered.  If these habitat differences are not recognized and considered in the early steps of the assessment, by the time you get to Step 3, critical areas of concern may have already been eliminated.  In this case, the food web analysis and the conceptual site model could be affected.

 

Page 3-29: Potentially exposed aquatic receptors should include benthic invertebrates in the wetalnds as well as semi-aquatic mammals (like mink).  Potentially exposed terrestrial receptors should include soil invertebrates and upland vegetation.
2.0 Specific Comments

 

Page 3-30: Instead of "fish specialists", use the term 'piscivorous'.

 

Figure 2: Are the receptors listed on the food web found at the site, or are these simply examples of the types of receptors found in each group?

 

Chemical Screening and Figure 3: For surface water organisms, how will bioaccumulation of contaminants by high level consumers be evaluated?

 

A list or table of the benchmarks to be used in screening for potential ecotoxicity should be included in this report.

 

A table of all maximum concentrations detected in each medium should be included in this report.
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